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Art Unit: 2684 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "ADDRESSING MESSAGES TO DIGITRAL 
BROADCAST RECIEVERS VIA DISPARATE COMMUNICATION NETWORKS". 

Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 5, 6, 12, 14, 17, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent Application No. 2002/0092024 Nagaoka et al. (Nagaoka). 

Considering claim 1, Nagaoka teaches a method of configuring a digital broadcast 
receiver (set top box 4 - figure 1, [0036]) to receive individually addressed messages through a 
digital broadcast network ([0036]), the messages being derived from a different network ([0047] 
and [0055]), comprising sending to the digital broadcast receiver through the network message 
detection data that allows the digital broadcast receiver to identify messages broadcast through 
the network with at least one individual address corresponding to the digital broadcast receiver, 
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and storing the message detection data for use in the digital broadcast receiver to detect messages 
addressed thereto ([0061]). 

Considering claim 12, Nagaoka teaches a method of operating a digital broadcast 
network to configure a digital broadcast receiver (set top box 4 - figure 1, [0036]) to receive 
individually addressed messages through the network ([0036]), the messages being derived from 
a network different from the broadcast network ([0047] and [0055]), comprising receiving 
specific data that individually characterizes a particular digital broadcast receiver ([0044]), 
providing message detection data as a function of said specific data that allows the digital 
broadcast receiver to identify messages broadcast through the network with at least one 
individual address corresponding to the digital broadcast receiver for storage therein to detect 
messages addressed individually thereto, and sending the Message detection data to the digital 
broadcast receiver through the network ([0061]). 

Considering claim 3, Nagaoka teaches the digital broadcast receiver comprises a set top 
box (set top box 4- figure 1, [0036]). 

Considering claims 5 and 14, Nagaoka teaches each digital broadcast receiver has an 
individual identification code ([0053], where Nagaoka teaches sender ID in the mobile phones 
but it is also applicable to the set top box), and the message detection data includes identity data 
corresponding to the identity of the digital broadcast receiver that is already stored in the receiver 
([0053], where Nagaoka teaches sender ID in the mobile phones but it is also applicable to the 
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set top box), and the method includes identifying said identity data corresponding to the stored 
data in the digital broadcast receiver and selectively storing in the digital broadcast receiver the 
sent detection data corresponding to the stored identity data ([0053], where Nagaoka teaches 
sender ID in the mobile phones but it is also applicable to the set top box). 



Considering claims 6 and 17, Nagaoka teaches the detection data includes at least one 
address for messages corresponding to the identity data for the digital broadcast receiver 
([0053]). 

Considering claim 18, Nagaoka teaches a network adapted to perform a method as 
claimed in claim 12 ([0036]). 

Considering claim 20, Nagaoka teaches a method of configuring a digital broadcast 
receiver (set top box 4 - figure 1, [0036]) to receive individually addressed messages through a 
digital broadcast network, the messages emanating from a network different from the digital 
broadcast network ([0036]), comprising receiving at the digital broadcast receiver from the 
digital broadcast network ([0044]), message detection data that allows the digital broadcast 
receiver to identity said messages broadcast through the network with at least one individual 
address corresponding to the digital broadcast receiver, and storing the message detection data 
for use in the digital broadcast receiver to detect messages addressed thereto ([0061]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 10, 1 1, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent Application No. 2002/0092024 Nagaoka et al. (Nagaoka) as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of US Patent Application No. 2003/0056220 Thornton et al. 
(Thornton). 

As to claims 2 and 19, Nagaoka teaches a method according to claim 1 but fails to 
disclose the messages comprise MMS messages. 

In an analogous art, Thornton teaches MMS message ([0006]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Nagaoka' s system to include MMS message, as taught by Thornton, for the 
advantage of increasing the media that can be sent among mobile devices ([0006]). 

As to claims 10 and 11, Nagaoka teaches a digital broadcast receiver configured by a 
method as claim in claim 1 and receives messages ([0061]) but fails to disclose MMS messages. 

In an analogous art, Thornton teaches MMS message ([0006]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Nagaoka 5 s system to include MMS message, as taught by Thornton, for the 
advantage of increasing the media that can be sent among mobile devices ([0006]). 
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As to claim 21, Nagaoka teaches the digital broadcast receiver comprises a set top box 
(set top box 4 - figure 1, [0036]) and the method configures the set top box to receive messages 
([0044]) but fails to disclose MMS messages. 

In an analogous art, Thornton teaches MMS message ([0006]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Nagaoka' s system to include MMS message, as taught by Thornton, for the 
advantage of increasing the media that can be sent among mobile devices ([0006]). 

5. Claims 4, 7, 9, 13, 15, 16 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent Application No. 2002/0092024 Nagaoka et al. (Nagaoka) as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of US Patent No. 6,845,230 (Syed). 

As to claims 4, 7, 13, 16, Nagaoka teaches storing the data in the digital broadcast 
receiver ([0044]), but fails to disclose each digital broadcast receiver has substantially unique 
key stored therein, and the message detection data is encrypted using said key, and the method, 
includes decrypting the message detection data with the key at the digital broadcast receiver. 

In an analogous art, Syed teaches each digital broadcast receiver has substantially unique 
key stored (col. 13 line 66 - col. 14 line 6) therein, and the message detection data is encrypted 
using said key (col. 13 line 66 - col. 14 line 6), and the method, includes inherently decrypting 
the message detection data with the key at the digital broadcast receiver (col. 13 line 66 - col. 14 
line 6, where Syed is discussing including encryption key in the data and the receiver would use 
the key to decrypt the data). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Nagaoka's system to include each digital broadcast receiver has 
substantially unique key stored therein, and the message detection data is encrypted using said 
key, and the method, includes decrypting the message detection data with the key at the digital 
broadcast receiver, as taught by Syed, for the advantage of providing security to the data. 

As to claims 9 and 15, Nagaoka teaches the detection data includes a plurality of 
addresses associated with identity ([0053]). Also, Syed teaches decryption keys associated with 
the addresses (col. 13 line 66 - col. 14 line 6). 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
Application No. 2002/0092024 Nagaoka et al. (Nagaoka) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of US Patent No. 6,993,327 (Mathis). 

As to claim 8, Nagaoka teaches the method of claim 1 but fails to disclose a group 
address for a message multicast through the network. 

In an analogous art, Mathis teaches a group address for a message multicast through the 
network (col. 6 lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include a group address for a message multicast through the network, as taught by 
Mathis, for the advantage of reducing network traffic (col. 1 line 52 - col. 2 line 9). 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US Patent Application No. 2003/0056220 (Thornton et al.) teaches a user of a first device 
may select at least one multimedia presentation. US Patent Application No. 2005/0235324 
(Makipaa et al.) teaches a system and method for delivering a media object associated with a 
media stream broadcasted from a communication device to a broadcast receiving unit such as a 
personal computer, a multimedia terminal, a television receiver, a television, or any type of radio 
receiver. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary Au whose telephone number is (571) 272-2822. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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